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ROTTNEST ISLAND � TOURISM IMPACT STUDY 

1357. Mr M.P. Whitely to the Minister for Tourism 

(1) Will the Minister ensure that any Rottnest Island Management Plan (RIMP) initiatives likely to increase 
visitor numbers will not proceed until the outcomes of the Rottnest Island Authority (RIA) 
commissioned Sustainable Tourism Research (visitor impact) Study is completed in early 2010; and 

(a) if not, why not?  

(2) Has the Government taken steps to ensure that Rottnest maintains its character of a low key, egalitarian 
holiday destination for Western Australian and international visitors?  

(3) Is the Minister entertaining the prospect of developers being given access to areas of Rottnest Island for 
further expansion of tourism facilities?  

(4) Can the Minister confirm that the final RIMP takes into consideration sustainable visitor numbers to 
ensure that physical, social and environmental standards are maintained?  

(5) Will the Minister advise how many additional visitors over and above the current annual 500,000 
(approximately) she believes to be desirable?  

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1) The Rottnest Island Management Plan 2009-14 (RIMP) is not contingent upon the Sustainable Visitor 
Capacity Research. As the results from the research become available in 2010 they will provide 
information to support other relevant RIMP initiatives. The current research only pertains to popular 
areas mostly outside the settlement area. 

(2) Yes, the nature based, family oriented Rottnest Island holiday traditional character will be maintained. 

(3) The only planned developments for Rottnest Island are those proposed in the RIMP. These are planned 
within the settlement zone. 

(4) Yes, the RIMP articulates the Authority's overriding commitment to sustainability in the section of 
Strategic Direction and Guiding Principles. The Authority is required to maintain the balance between 
environmental, social and financial considerations to ensure that Rottnest Island remains a sustainable 
holiday destination. 

(5) Sustainable visitor capacity management is not only about total visitor numbers. Other factors to be 
considered include visitor activities, available facilities, visitor behaviour, and distribution of visitation 
throughout the year. For example, a group of 10 visitors without understanding of the Island's 
environmental and cultural significance may create a larger impact than 100 informed visitors. 
Therefore, it would not be prudent to speculate about visitor numbers on their own, but should be 
considered in the context of other factors. 

 


